
Two Charcoal Fires

& The Power of the 
Resurrection



John 20:6-7 (ESV)
6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, 
and went into the tomb. He saw the linen 
cloths lying there, 7 and the face cloth, 
which had been on Jesus’ head, not lying 
with the linen cloths but folded up in a 
place by itself.



John 20:8-10 (ESV)
8 Then the other disciple, who had reached 
the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and 
believed; 9 for as yet they did not 
understand the Scripture, that he must rise 
from the dead. 10 Then the disciples went 
back to their homes.



John 20:19-20 (ESV)
19 On the evening of that day, the first day of 
the week, the doors being locked where the 
disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came 
and stood among them and said to them, 
“Peace be with you." 20 When he had said this, 
he showed them his hands and his side. Then 
the disciples were glad when they saw the 
Lord.



John 20:21-23 (ESV)
21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with 
you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am 
sending you." 22 And when he had said this, 
he breathed on them and said to them, 
‘Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive the 
sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 
withhold forgiveness from any, it is 
withheld.’”



John 21:1-2 (ESV)
1 After this Jesus revealed himself again to 
the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias, and he 
revealed himself in this way. 2 Simon Peter, 
Thomas (called the Twin), Nathanael of 
Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and 
two others of his disciples were together.



John 21:3 (ESV)
3 Simon Peter said to them, “I am going 
fishing.” They said to him, “We will go 
with you.” They went out and got into the 
boat, but that night they caught nothing.”



“‘Where I am going you cannot follow me 
now, but you will follow me after.’ … 

‘Lord, why can I not follow you now? I 
will lay down my life for you.’”

(John 13:36-37)



John 21:4-5 (ESV)
4 Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on 
the shore; yet the disciples did not know 
that it was Jesus. 5 Jesus said to them, 
“Children, do you have any fish?” They 
answered him, “No.”



John 21:6 (ESV)
6 He said to them, “Cast the net on the 
right side of the boat, and you will find 
some.” So they cast it, and now they were 
not able to haul it in, because of the 
quantity of fish.



John 21:7 (ESV)
7 That disciple whom Jesus loved therefore 
said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon 
Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on 
his outer garment, for he was stripped for 
work, and threw himself into the sea.



John 21:8 (ESV)
8 The other disciples came in the boat, 
dragging the net full of fish, for they were 
not far from the land, but about a hundred 
yards off.



John 21:9-11 (ESV)
9 When they got out on land, they saw a 
charcoal fire in place, with fish laid out on it, 
and bread. 10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some 
of the fish that you have just caught.” 11 So 
Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net 
ashore, full of large fish, 153 of them. And 
although there were so many, the net was not 
torn. 



John 21:12-14 (ESV)
12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have 
breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared 
ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was 
the Lord. 13 Jesus came and took the bread 
and gave it to them, and so with the fish. 14 
This was now the third time that Jesus was 
revealed to the disciples after he was raised 
from the dead.



“Now the servants and officers had made 
a charcoal fire, because it was cold, and 

they were standing and warming 
themselves. Peter also was with them, 

standing and warming himself.”
(John 18:18)



“Now Simon Peter was standing and 
warming himself. So they said to him, 

‘You also are not one of his disciples, are 
you?’ He denied it and said, ‘I am not.’”

(John 18:25)



“One of the servants of the high priest, a 
relative of the man whose ear Peter had 
cut off, asked, 'Did I not see you in the 

garden with him?’ Peter again denied it, 
and at once a rooster crowed.”

(John 18:26-27)



“One of the servants of the high priest, a 
relative of the man whose ear Peter had 
cut off, asked, 'Did I not see you in the 

garden with him?’ Peter again denied it, 
and at once a rooster crowed.”

(John 18:26-27)



“‘I will lay down my life for you.’ Jesus 
answered, ‘Will you lay down your life for 
me? Truly, truly, I say to you, the rooster 

will not crow till you have denied me 
three times.’” (John 13:37-38)



John 21:15-16 (ESV)
15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said 
to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you 
love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, 
Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to 
him, “Feed my lambs.” 16 He said to him a 
second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love 
me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that 
I love you.” He said to him, “Tend my sheep.”



John 21:17 (ESV)
17 He said to him the third time, “Simon, 
son of John, do you love me?” Peter was 
grieved because he said to him the third 
time, “Do you love me?” and he said to 
him, “Lord, you know everything; you 
know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, 
“Feed my sheep.”



Jesus recreates this moment so that 
He can meet Peter in it. He wants to 

rewrite Simon’s story.



Something has changed between 
those two charcoal fires. Jesus has 

risen from the dead. That fact has the 
power to utterly transform Peter’s 

story and fundamentally alter Peter 
himself.



“Where I am going you cannot follow me 
now, but you will follow me after.”

(John 13:36)



Society tells us…
      - Love yourself (and your brokenness).
      - Try harder.
      - Change your externals.



“I have been crucified with Christ. It is no 
longer I who live, but Christ who lives in 
me. And the life I now live in the flesh I 

live by faith in the Son of God, who loved 
me and gave himself for me.”

(Galatians 2:20)



Jesus’ resurrection promises and 
makes possible transformation from 

the inside out.



"I will give them an undivided heart and 
put a new spirit in them; I will remove 
from them their heart of stone and give 

them a heart of flesh. Then they will follow 
my decrees and be careful to keep my laws. 
They will be my people, and I will be their 

God.” (Ezekiel 11:19-20)



”From now on, therefore, we regard no 
one according to the flesh… If anyone is 
in Christ, there is new creation! The old 

has passed away; behold, the new has 
come.” (2 Corinthians 5:16-17)



“But if Christ is in you, although the body is 
dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised 

Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who 
raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also 
give life to your mortal bodies through his 

Spirit who dwells in you.” (Romans 8:10-11)



John 21:18-19 (ESV)
18 “Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were 
young, you used to dress yourself and walk 
wherever you wanted, but when you are old, 
you will stretch out your hands, and another 
will dress you and carry you where you do not 
want to go.” 19 (This he said to show by what 
kind of death he was to glorify God.) And after 
saying this he said to him, “Follow me.”



This Easter, you are invited to…
-Meet Him the fire. Find nourishment in His 
meal.
-Choose to love, follow Him, and join Him in His 
work, trusting He will do the rest.
-Look to Him as your source of life in all things, 
confident that His victory over the grave will 
grant you victory over the forces of evil, sin, and 
death at work in your heart and life.



“In this the love of God was made 
manifest among us, that God sent his 

only Son into the world, so that we might 
live through him.” (1 John 4:9)


