


Q1: Who is traveling?



Luke 2:8 (ESV)

8 And in the same region there were 
shepherds out in the field, keeping 
watch over their flock by night.



“The LORD is my shepherd; I shall 
not want. He makes me lie down in 
green pastures. He leads me beside 
still waters. He restores my soul.” 

(Psalm 23:1-3)



Q2: Why do the shepherds 
embark on their journey?



Luke 2:9-11 (ESV)
9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were filled with great fear. 10 And 
the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, 
I bring you good news of great joy that will 
be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born 
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
Christ the Lord.”



• SAVIOR - one who liberates God’s 
people from all that oppresses them



• CHRIST - God’s anointed, 
handpicked emissary, who comes in 
God’s authority to carry out His will, 
fulfill His promises, & establish His 
reign



• THE LORD - Yahweh, the great “I 
am who I am,” God Himself, God 
with us 



Luke 2:13-14 (ESV)

13 And suddenly there was with the 
angel a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God and saying, 14“Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace 
among those with whom he is pleased!”



Luke 2:15-16 (ESV)

15 When the angels went away from them 
into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem 
and see this thing that has happened, 
which the Lord has made known to us.” 
16 And they went with haste…



Q3: What was the journey 
like?



Luke 2:12 (ESV)

12 “And this will be a sign for you: you 
will find a baby wrapped in swaddling 
cloths and lying in a manger.”



Q4: Why do our travelers 
end up at their particular 

destination?



Luke 2:16-18 (ESV)

16 And they went with haste and found 
Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a 
manger. 17 And when they saw it, they 
made known the saying that had been 
told them concerning this child. 18 And 
all who heard it wondered at what the 
shepherds told them. 



Luke 2:19-20 (ESV)

19 But Mary treasured up all these 
things, pondering them in her heart. 20 
And the shepherds returned, glorifying 
and praising God for all they had heard 
and seen, as it had been told them.



The shepherds are 
welcomed to BEHOLD the 

Christ child and the 
experience changes them.



Helpless and hungry,
Lowly, afraid

Wrapped in the chill of 
midwinter

Comes now among us,
Born into poverty’s embrace

New life for the world.



Who is this who lives with the 
lowly,

Sharing their sorrows,
Knowing their hunger?

This is Christ,
Revealed to the world
In the eyes of a child,
A child of the poor.



We are invited this Advent 
season to take whatever is 
causing us trepidation and 

release it to God.



It is safe to leave your 
anxiety at Jesus’ feet because 

the gospel proclaims to us, 
“Behold your belovedness 

and behold God.”



Philippians 2:4-7(ESV)
4 Let each of you look not only to his own 
interests, but also to the interests of others. 5 
Have this mind among yourselves, which is 
yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was 
in the form of God, did not count equality 
with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but 
emptied himself, by taking the form of a 
servant, being born in the likeness of men.



Philippians 2:8 (ESV)

8 And being found in human form, he 
humbled himself by becoming obedient 
to the point of death, even death on a 
cross.



Romans 8:31-32 (ESV)
31 If God is for us, who can be against 
us? 32 He who did not spare his own 
Son but gave him up for us all, how will 
he not also with him graciously give us 
all things?



Romans 8:35, 37 (ESV)
35 Who shall separate us from the love 
of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, 
or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, 
or danger, or sword? …  37 No, in all 
these things we are more than 
conquerors through him who loved us.”



Be aware: beholding 
requires an active response.
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