
Daniel 9:1-19

Our First 
Step Back to 

God

Confession,



“You made us with yourself as our 
goal and our heart is restless until it 

rests in you.”
(Augustine of Hippo, 354–430 AD)



Daniel 9:1-2 (ESV)

1 In the first year of Darius the son of 
Ahasuerus, by descent a Mede, who was made 
king over the realm of the Chaldeans— 2 in the 
first year of his reign, I, Daniel, perceived in the 
books the number of years that, according to 
the word of the LORD to Jeremiah the prophet, 
must pass before the end of the desolations of 
Jerusalem, namely, seventy years.



“This whole land shall become a ruin and a 
waste, and these nations shall serve the king of 

Babylon seventy years. Then after seventy 
years are completed, I will punish the king of 

Babylon and that nation, the land of the 
Chaldeans, for their iniquity, declares the 

Lord.”
(Jeremiah 25:11-12)



“For thus says the Lord: When seventy years 
are completed for Babylon, I will visit you, 

and I will fulfill to you my promise and 
bring you back to this place.”

(Jeremiah 29:10)



Daniel 9:3-4 (ESV)

3 Then I turned my face to the Lord God, 
seeking him by prayer and pleas for mercy 
with fasting and sackcloth and ashes. 4 I 
prayed to the Lord my God and made 
confession, saying…



“But when Simon Peter saw that, he fell 
down at Jesus’ feet, saying, ‘Go away from 

me Lord, for I am a sinful man!’”

(Luke 5:8)



CONFESSION:
- “Saying the same thing” with God about who 

God is and our need for Him
- Admitting what God already knows to be true 

about us; seeing and acknowledging what is 
unlike God in our lives

- Abandoning our rosy, but false self-image in 
exchange for a vision of who we (and He) 
truly are





Daniel 9:4-6 (ESV)

4 …“O Lord, the great and awesome God, who keeps 
covenant and steadfast love with those who love him 
and keep his commandments, 5 we have sinned and 
done wrong and acted wickedly and rebelled, 
turning aside from your commandments and rules. 6 
We have not listened to your servants the prophets, 
who spoke in your name to our kings, our princes, 
and our fathers, and to all the people of the land.”



Daniel 9:7-8 (ESV)
7 “To you, O Lord, belongs righteousness, but to us 
open shame, as at this day, to the men of Judah, to 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and to all Israel, those 
who are near and those who are far away, in all the 
lands to which you have driven them, because of the 
treachery that they have committed against you. 8 To 
us, O Lord, belongs open shame, to our kings, to our 
princes, and to our fathers, because we have sinned 
against you.”



Daniel 9:9-11 (ESV)

9 “To the Lord our God belong mercy and forgiveness, 
for we have rebelled against him 10 and have not 
obeyed the voice of the Lord our God by walking in his 
laws, which he set before us by his servants the 
prophets. 11 All Israel has transgressed your law and 
turned aside, refusing to obey your voice. And the curse 
and oath that are written in the Law of Moses the 
servant of God have been poured out upon us, because 
we have sinned against him.“



“Behold, how happy is the man whom God 
reproves, so do not despise the discipline of 

the Almighty. For He inflicts pain, and gives 
relief; He wounds, and His hands also heal.”

(Job 5:17-19; NASB)



“A bruised reed He will not break and a 
dimly burning wick He will not extinguish; 
He will faithfully bring forth justice. He will 

not be disheartened or crushed.”

(Isaiah 42:3-4; NASB)



“For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and 
chastises every son whom he receives… He 

disciplines us for our good, that we may share 
his holiness. For the moment all discipline seems 
painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields 
the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who 

have been trained by it.”

(Hebrews 12:6, 10-11; ESV)



Daniel 9:12-13 (ESV)

12 “He has confirmed his words, which he spoke 
against us and against our rulers who ruled us, by 
bringing upon us a great calamity. For under the 
whole heaven there has not been done anything like 
what has been done against Jerusalem. 13 As it is 
written in the Law of Moses, all this calamity has 
come upon us; yet we have not entreated the favor 
of the Lord our God, turning from our iniquities and 
gaining insight by your truth.”



Daniel 9:14-15 (ESV)

14 “Therefore the Lord has kept ready the 
calamity and has brought it upon us, for the Lord 
our God is righteous in all the works that he has 
done, and we have not obeyed his voice. 15 And 
now, O Lord our God, who brought your people 
out of the land of Egypt with a mighty hand, and 
have made a name for yourself, as at this day, we 
have sinned, we have done wickedly.”





“What distinguishes us from the world is 
not that we are less wicked but that by the 
grace of God we have learned to see our 

wickedness for what it is and that we 
confess our sins. The church is the only body 

on earth that confesses sin. Where the 
confession of sin dies out, the church is no 

longer the church."
(Herman Veldkamp)



“Those who are well have no need of a 
physician, but those who are sick. I have not 

come to call the righteous but sinners to 
repentance.”

(Luke 5:31-32; ESV)



“If we say we have not sinned, we make him 
a liar, and his word is not in us.”

(1 John 1:10; ESV)



Daniel 9:16-17 (ESV)

16 “O Lord, according to all your righteous acts, let 
your anger and your wrath turn away from your city 
Jerusalem, your holy hill, because for our sins, and for 
the iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem and your people 
have become a byword among all who are around us. 
17 Now therefore, O our God, listen to the prayer of 
your servant and to his pleas for mercy, and for your 
own sake, O Lord, make your face to shine upon your 
sanctuary, which is desolate.”



Daniel 9:18-19 (ESV)

18 “O my God, incline your ear and hear. Open 
your eyes and see our desolations, and the city that 
is called by your name. For we do not present our 
pleas before you because of our righteousness, but 
because of your great mercy. 19 O Lord, hear; O 
Lord, forgive. O Lord, pay attention and act. Delay 
not, for your own sake, O my God, because your 
city and your people are called by your name.”


