
Daniel 3

The 
Community 
of the Fiery 

Furnace



“Blessed be the name of God forever… He 
reveals deep and hidden things. He knows 

what is in the darkness, and the light dwells 
with him.”

(Daniel 2:20, 22; ESV)



Daniel 3:1-2 (ESV)
1 King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, 
whose height was sixty cubits and its breadth six 
cubits. He set it up on the plain of Dura, in the 
province of Babylon. 2 Then King Nebuchadnezzar 
sent to gather the satraps, the prefects, and the 
governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the justices, 
the magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces 
to come to the dedication of the image that King 
Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 



Daniel 3:3-4 (ESV)
3 Then the satraps, the prefects, and the governors, 
the counselors, the treasurers, the justices, the 
magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces 
gathered for the dedication of the image that King 
Nebuchadnezzar had set up. And they stood 
before the image that Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 
4 And the herald proclaimed aloud, “You are 
commanded, O peoples, nations, and languages,”



Daniel 3:5-6 (ESV)
5 “…that when you hear the sound of the horn, 
pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind 
of music, you are to fall down and worship the 
golden image that King Nebuchadnezzar has 
set up. 6 And whoever does not fall down and 
worship shall immediately be cast into a 
burning fiery furnace.”



Nebuchadnezzar II

“Destroyer of Nations”

(605 BC - 562 BC)



While we are 
called to faithfully 
engage with our 
culture, we are 

uncompromising

in whom and 
what we 

WORSHIP.



Daniel 3:12-13 (ESV)
12 “There are certain Jews whom you have appointed 
over the affairs of the province of Babylon: Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego. These men, O king, pay no 
attention to you; they do not serve your gods or 
worship the golden image that you have set up.” 13 
Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded 
that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be brought. 
So they brought these men before the king. 



Daniel 3:14-15 (ESV)
14 Nebuchadnezzar answered and said to them, 
“Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, 
that you do not serve my gods or worship the 
golden image that I have set up? 15 Now if you 
are ready when you hear the sound of the horn, 
pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind 
of music, to fall down and worship the image that 
I have made, well and good.



Daniel 3:15 (ESV)

“But if you do not worship, you shall 
immediately be cast into a burning fiery 
furnace. And who is the god who will 
deliver you out of my hands?”



Daniel 3:16-17 (ESV)
16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered 
and said to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have 
no need to answer you in this matter. 17 If this be 
so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us 
from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver 
us out of your hand, O king. 18 But if not, be it 
known to you, O king, that we will not serve your 
gods or worship the golden image that you have set 
up.”



Daniel 3:19-20 (ESV)
19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with fury, 
and the expression of his face was changed 
against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. He 
ordered the furnace heated seven times more 
than it was usually heated. 20 And he ordered 
some of the mighty men of his army to bind 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and to cast 
them into the burning fiery furnace. 



Daniel 3:21-23 (ESV)
21 Then these men were bound in their cloaks, their 
tunics, their hats, and their other garments, and they 
were thrown into the burning fiery furnace. 22 
Because the king’s order was urgent and the furnace 
overheated, the flame of the fire killed those men 
who took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 23 
And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego, fell bound into the burning fiery furnace.



FIERY FURNACE



“And what more shall I say? For time would 
fail me to tell of… [those] who through faith 
conquered kingdoms… obtained promises… 

[and] quenched the power of fire.”
(Hebrews 11:32-34; ESV)



Daniel 3:24-25 (ESV)
24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished 
and rose up in haste. He declared to his 
counselors, “Did we not cast three men bound 
into the fire?” They answered and said to the 
king, “True, O king.” 25 He answered and said, 
“But I see four men unbound, walking in the 
midst of the fire, and they are not hurt; and the 
appearance of the fourth is like a son of the gods.” 



Daniel 3:26 (ESV)
26 Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the 
door of the burning fiery furnace; he 
declared, “Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego, servants of the Most High God, 
come out, and come here!” Then Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego came out from the 
fire.



Daniel 3:27 (ESV)
27 And the satraps, the prefects, the 
governors, and the king’s counselors 
gathered together and saw that the fire had 
not had any power over the bodies of those 
men. The hair of their heads was not singed, 
their cloaks were not harmed, and no smell 
of fire had come upon them. 



Daniel 3:28 (ESV)
28 Nebuchadnezzar answered and said, 
“Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego, who has sent his angel and 
delivered his servants, who trusted in him, 
and set aside the king’s command, and 
yielded up their bodies rather than serve and 
worship any god except their own God.”



Daniel 3:29-30 (ESV)
29 “Therefore I make a decree: Any people, 
nation, or language that speaks anything against 
the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
shall be torn limb from limb, and their houses laid 
in ruins, for there is no other god who is able to 
rescue in this way.” 30 Then the king promoted 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the 
province of Babylon.



• God’s salvation means FREEDOM.

“I see four men, unbound, walking in the 
midst of the fire.” (v. 25)



• God’s salvation means RESCUE, but 
often God does not rescue us from the 
fiery trial rather He preserves us through
it.

“They are not hurt… The fire had not had any 
power over the bodies of those men.”

(vv. 25, 27)



“When the native people saw the creature hanging from 
his hand, they said to one another, 'No doubt this man 

is a murderer. Though he has escaped from the sea, 
Justice has not allowed him to live.’ He, however, shook 
off the creature into the fire and suffered no harm. They 
were waiting for him to swell up or suddenly fall down 
dead. But when they had waited a long time and saw no 
misfortune come to him, they changed their minds and 

said that he was a god.”

(Acts 28:4-6; ESV)



• God’s salvation means discovering 
COMMUNITY in the fiery furnace—a 
GOD WHO SUFFERS AND SAVES and 
walks with in the fire.

“I see four men… walking in the midst of the 
fire… and the appearance of the fourth is like a 

son of the gods.” (v. 25)



“Surely [the Lord’s servant] has borne our griefs 
and carried our sorrows.” (Isaiah 53:4)

“Because he himself has suffered… he is able to 
help those who are being tested… For we do not 
have a high priest who is unable to sympathize 

with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect 
has been tempted as we are, yet without sin.”

(Hebrews 2:18; 4:15)



It is better to be in 
the flames 

communing with 
Jesus than apart 
from Him and 

away from harm.


