
JOURNEY:
Grow up and 

Use Your Gifts



Christ is the giver of gifts

7 However, he has given each one of us a special gift through the 
generosity of Christ. 8 That is why the Scriptures say, “When he 

ascended to the heights, he led a crowd of captives and gave gifts to his 
people.” 9 Notice that it says “he ascended.” This clearly means that 
Christ also descended to our lowly world. 10 And the same one who 
descended is the one who ascended higher than all the heavens, so 

that he might fill the entire universe with himself.

Ephesians 4:7-10



Christ is the giver of gifts

14 Yes, the body has many different parts, not just one part. 15 If the 
foot says, “I am not a part of the body because I am not a hand,” that 
does not make it any less a part of the body. 16 And if the ear says, “I 
am not part of the body because I am not an eye,” would that make it 

any less a part of the body? 17 If the whole body were an eye, how 
would you hear? Or if your whole body were an ear, how would you 
smell anything? 18 But our bodies have many parts, and God has put 

each part just where he wants it. 19 How strange a body would be if it 
had only one part! 20 Yes, there are many parts, but only one body. 21 
The eye can never say to the hand, “I don’t need you.” The head can’t 

say to the feet, “I don’t need you.”

1 Corinthians 12:14-27



Christ is the giver of gifts

22 In fact, some parts of the body that seem weakest and least 
important are actually the most necessary. 23 And the parts we regard 

as less honorable are those we clothe with the greatest care. So we 
carefully protect those parts that should not be seen, 24 while the 

more honorable parts do not require this special care. So God has put 
the body together such that extra honor and care are given to those 
parts that have less dignity. 25 This makes for harmony among the 

members, so that all the members care for each other. 26 If one part 
suffers, all the parts suffer with it, and if one part is honored, all the 

parts are glad. 27 All of you together are Christ’s body, and each of you 
is a part of it.

1 Corinthians 12:14-27



Christ is the giver of gifts

25 And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but 
encourage one another, especially now that the day of his return is 

drawing near.

Hebrews 10:25



Christ is the giver of gifts

Prophecy Service Teach Encourage 

Giving Leadership Kindness Discernment

Knowledge Faith Healing Miracles

Various languages
Interpretation of 
languages

Apostle Compassion



Leaders use those gifts to guide others 
towards maturity

11 Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the 
prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. 12 Their 

responsibility is to equip God’s people to do his work and build up the 
church, the body of Christ. 13 This will continue until we all come to 
such unity in our faith and knowledge of God’s Son that we will be 

mature in the Lord, measuring up to the full and complete standard of 
Christ.

Ephesians 4:11-13



Leaders use those gifts to guide others 
towards maturity

7 “ ‘Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the LORD: 8 As surely 
as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, because my flock lacks a 

shepherd and so has been plundered and has become food for all the 
wild animals, and because my shepherds did not search for my flock 
but cared for themselves rather than for my flock, 9 therefore, you 

shepherds, hear the word of the LORD: 10 This is what the Sovereign 
LORD says: I am against the shepherds and will hold them accountable 

for my flock. I will remove them from tending the flock so that the 
shepherds can no longer feed themselves. I will rescue my flock from 

their mouths, and it will no longer be food for them.

Ezekiel 34:7-10



Maturity vs. Immaturity

14 Then we will no longer be immature like children. We won’t be 
tossed and blown about by every wind of new teaching. We will not be 

influenced when people try to trick us with lies so clever they sound 
like the truth. 15 Instead, we will speak the truth in love, growing in 

every way more and more like Christ, who is the head of his body, the 
church. 16 He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each 
part does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that 

the whole body is healthy and growing and full of love.

Ephesians 4:14-16



Maturity vs. Immaturity

5 If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously 
to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you. 6 But when you 
ask, you must believe and not doubt, because the one who doubts is 
like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. 7 That person 

should not expect to receive anything from the Lord. 8 Such a person is 
double-minded and unstable in all they do.

James 1:5-7



Maturity vs. Immaturity

12 In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need 
someone to teach you the elementary truths of God’s word all over 
again. You need milk, not solid food! 13 Anyone who lives on milk, 

being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about 
righteousness. 14 But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use 

have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil.

Hebrews 5:12-14


