
Being the Guide:
When Relationships Go 

Terribly Wrong . . .



SOMETIMES RELATIONSHIPS GO TERRIBLY WRONG! 

•Domestic abuse is a hidden reality in our world.

•Domestic abuse is a hidden reality in the 
Church.

•Domestic abuse encompasses more than 
physical abuse.



SOMETIMES RELATIONSHIPS GO TERRIBLY WRONG! 

Domestic abuse is "a pattern of coercive or controlling 
behavior used by one individual to gain or maintain 
power and control over another individual in the context 
of an intimate relationship. This includes any behaviors 
that frighten, intimidate, terrorize, exploit, manipulate, 
hurt, humiliate, blame, injure, or wound an intimate 
partner." 

Lindsey Holcomb, Justin Holcomb, Is It My Fault? 



Relationships Go Terribly Wrong When . . .

• Cherishing my spouse unconditionally becomes 
conditional. 

•My longings become my demands.



Relationships Go Terribly Wrong When . . .

James 4:1 (NIV 1984) 

What causes fights and quarrels among you? 
Don’t they come from the your desires that 

battle within you?



Relationships Go Terribly Wrong When . . .

James 4:2 (NIV 1984) 
2 You want something but don’t get it. 



Relationships Go Terribly Wrong When . . .

• Cherishing my spouse unconditionally becomes 
conditional. 

•My longings become my demands.

•My unmet demands become a breeding ground for 
forcefulness and contempt. 



Relationships Go Terribly Wrong When . . .

James 4:2 (NIV 1984) 

You kill and covet, but you cannot have what you 
want. You quarrel and fight . . .



Relationships Go Terribly Wrong When . . .

• Cherishing my spouse unconditionally becomes 
conditional. 

•My longings become my demands.

•My unmet demands become a breeding ground for 
forcefulness and contempt. 

•My forcefulness escalates into abuse.



Relationships Go Terribly Wrong When . . .

•We are blind or indifferent to these patterns and how 
they harm another person. 



Domestic Abuse Must Be Confronted

•God wars against abuse (Malachi 2:16b; 
Colossians 3:6).

•Break the silence.

•Know who you are.


