
Journey:
Above Reproach



1 Timothy 3:1-7 This is a trustworthy saying: 
“If someone aspires to be an elder, he 
desires an honorable position.” 2 So an elder 
must be a man whose life is above reproach. 
He must be faithful to his wife. He must 
exercise self-control, live wisely, and have a 
good reputation. He must enjoy having 
guests in his home, and he must be able to 
teach. 3 He must not be a heavy drinker or 
be violent. He must be gentle, not 
quarrelsome, and not love money.



4 He must manage his own family well, 
having children who respect and obey him. 5 
For if a man cannot manage his own 
household, how can he take care of God’s 
church? 6 An elder must not be a new 
believer, because he might become proud, 
and the devil would cause him to fall. 7 Also, 
people outside the church must speak well 
of him so that he will not be disgraced and 
fall into the devil’s trap





1 Timothy 3:2 So an elder must be a 
man whose life is above reproach.



Daniel 4:1-5 Darius the Mede decided to 
divide the kingdom into 120 provinces, and 
he appointed a high officer to rule over each 
province. 2 The king also chose Daniel and 
two others as administrators to supervise the 
high officers and protect the king’s interests. 
3 Daniel soon proved himself more capable 
than all the other administrators and high 
officers. Because of Daniel’s great ability, the 
king made plans to place him over the entire 
empire. 



4 Then the other administrators and high 
officers began searching for some fault in the 
way Daniel was handling government affairs, 
but they couldn’t find anything to criticize or 
condemn. He was faithful, always 
responsible, and completely trustworthy. 5 
So they concluded, “Our only chance of 
finding grounds for accusing Daniel will be in 
connection with the rules of his religion.”





Philippians 1:27 Above all, you must live as 
citizens of heaven, conducting yourselves in a 
manner worthy of the Good News about 
Christ. Then, whether I come and see you 
again or only hear about you, I will know that 
you are standing together with one spirit and 
one purpose, fighting together for the faith, 
which is the Good News.



Ephesians 4:1-3 Therefore I, a prisoner for 
serving the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy 
of your calling, for you have been called by 
God. 2 Always be humble and gentle. Be 
patient with each other, making allowance 
for each other’s faults because of your love. 3 
Make every effort to keep yourselves united 
in the Spirit, binding yourselves together with 
peace.



James 3:13 If you are wise and understand 
God’s ways, prove it by living an honorable 
life, doing good works with the humility that 
comes from wisdom.

1 Peter 2:12 Be careful to live properly among 
your unbelieving neighbors. Then even if they 
accuse you of doing wrong, they will see your 
honorable behavior, and they will give honor 
to God when he judges the world.



Philippians 2:14-15 Do everything without 
complaining and arguing, 15 so that no one 
can criticize you. Live clean, innocent lives as 
children of God, shining like bright lights in a 
world full of crooked and perverse people.





We may be compromising in our relationship 
with God and with others if:

• We say this is just who I am, people need 
to be ok with me being me.  

• We are not spending time with God.  
• We say God understands us.  
• We are one way around our Christian 

friends and another around our non-
Christian friends

• We act one way around some Christians 
and another around other Christians.  





Philippians 4:8-9 And now, dear brothers and 
sisters, one final thing. Fix your thoughts on 
what is true, and honorable, and right, and 
pure, and lovely, and admirable. Think about 
things that are excellent and worthy of 
praise. 9 Keep putting into practice all you 
learned and received from me—everything 
you heard from me and saw me doing. Then 
the God of peace will be with you.





• Are we above reproach in our conduct?

• Are we being people that are worth 
following?  

• Who are we guiding and are we guiding 
them well?


