Luke 2:1-14 *

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a
census should be taken of the entire Roman world. % (This
was the first census that took place while Quirinius was
governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to his own town
to register. 4So Joseph also went up from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of

David, because he belonged to the house and line of
David.



> He went there to register with Mary, who wa:*dged
to be married to him and was expecting a child. ®* While
they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, ’
and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped
him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there
was no room for them in the inn. 2 And there were
shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch
over their flocks at night.



9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and tlv*c})ry of
the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 1°
But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. | bring you
good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 1!
Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to
you; he is Christ the Lord. 2 This will be a sign to you: You
will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”
13Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host
appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, ¢
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men
on whom his favor rests.”



»

Hope Arrives!

Luke 2:1-14



No One Chooses to Be a Pauper *



Jesus Chose to Be a Pauper *



Jesus Chose to Be a Pauper *

*This story is confusing.
*This story is troubling.



Isaiah 6:1-5 *

1 | saw the Lord seated on a throne seated on a throne,
high and exalted, and the train of his robe filled the
temple. 2 Above him were seraﬁhs, each with six wings:
With two wings they covered their faces, with two they
covered their feet, and with two they were flying. 3 And
they were calling to one another: “Holy, holy, holy is the
LorD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.” ¢ At
the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds
shook and the temple was filled with smoke. > “Woe to
me!” | cried. “l am ruined! For | am a man of unclean lips,
and | live among a Eeople of unclean lips, and my eyes
have seen the King, the LorD Almighty.”




Jesus Chose to Be a Pauper *

*This story is confusing.
*This story is troubling.
*This story is glorious.



Philippians 2:6-8 *

® Who, being in very nature God, did not consider
equality with God something to be grasped, 7 but
made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a
servant, being made in human likeness. 2 And being
found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself
and became obedient to death—even death on a
cross!




The Manger Tells its Own Story *

*Our Father is filled with sacrificial generosity.
| am compelled to worship.

| am motivated to be sacrifically generous in
return.



The Manger Tells its Own Story *

"Who among us will celebrate Christmas correctly?
Whoever finally lays down all power, all honor, all
reputation, all vanity, all arrogance, all
individualism beside the manger; whoever remains
lowly and lets God alone be high; whoever looks at
the child in the manger and sees the glory of God
precisely in his lowliness.”

Dietrich Bonhoffer



