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His disciples came and asked him, “Why do
you use parables when you talk to the people?”
11 He replied, “You are permitted to
understand the secrets of the Kingdom of
Heaven, but others are not. 12 To those who

listen to my teaching, more understanding will
be given, and they will have an abundance of
knowledge. But for those who are not listening,
even what little understanding they have will
be taken away from them.




13 That is why I use these parables, For they
look, but they don't really see. They hear, but
they don't really listen or understand. 14 This

fulfills the prophecy of Isaiah that says, “‘When
you hear what I say, you will not understand.

When you see what I do, you will not
comprehend.




15 For the hearts of these people are
hardened, and their ears cannot hear, and
they have closed their eyes—so their eyes
cannot see, and their ears cannot hear, and
their hearts cannot understand, and they

cannot turn to me and let me heal them.” 16
“But blessed are your eyes, because they see;
and your ears, because they hear.




17 I tell you the truth, many prophets and
righteous people longed to see what you see,
but they didn't see it. And they longed to hear
what you hear, but they didn’t hear it.

(Matthew 13:10-17)




[llumination

For who knows a person’s thoughts except
their own spirit within them? In the same way
no one knows the thoughts of God except the

Spirit of God. 12 What we have received is not
the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is
from God, so that we may understand what

God has freely given us.




[llumination

13 This is what we speak, not in words taught us
by human wisdom but in words taught by the
Spirit, explaininf sEiritual realities with Spirit-
taught words. 14 The person without the Spirit

does not accept the things that come from the
Spirit of God but considers them foolishness, and
cannot understand them because they are
discerned only through the Spirit

(1 Corinthians 12:11-14)




The Footpath

Now listen to the explanation of the parable
about the farmer planting seeds: 19 The seed
that fell on the footpath represents those who

hear the message about the Kingdom and
don’t understand it. Then the evil one comes
and snatches away the seed that was planted
in their hearts.

(Matthew 13:19)




The Rocky Soil

20 The seed on the rocky soil represents those
who hear the message and immediately
receive it with joy. 21 But since they don't have

deep roots, they don't last long. They fall
away as soon as they have problems or are

persecuted for believing God’s word.
(Matthew 13:20-21)




The Thorny Soil

22 The seed that fell among the thorns
represents those who hear God’s word, but all
too quickly the message is crowded out by the

worries of this life and the lure of wealth, so
no fruit is produced.

(Matthew 13:22)




The Good Soil

23 The seed that fell on good soil represents
those who truly hear and understand God’s
word and produce a harvest of thirty, sixty, or

even a hundred times as much as had been
planted!

(Matthew 13:23)




The Good Soil

Watch out for false prophets. They come to
you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are
ferocious wolves. 16 By their fruit you will

recognize them. Do people pick grapes from
thorn bushes, or figs from thistles? 17
Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit,
but a bad tree bears bad fruit.




The Good Soil

18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a
bad tree cannot bear good fruit. 19 Every tree
that does not bear good fruit is cut down and

thrown into the fire. 20 Thus, by their fruit
you will recognize them.

(Matthew 7:15-20)




The Fruit

 Holiness

Romans 6:22 - But now that you have been set
free from sin and have become slaves of God,

the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the
result is eternal life.




The Fruit

* Holiness
Romans 6:22

1 Peter 1:14-15 - As obedient children, do not
conform to the evil desires you had when you
lived in ignorance. 15 But just as he who
called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; 16
for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.”




The Fruit

* Holiness
* The fruits of the Sprit

Galatians 5:22-23 - But the fruit of the Spirit is
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control.
Against such things there is no law.




The Fruit

* Holiness
* The fruits of the Sprit

 Good works




Good Works

9 For this reason, since the day we heard
about you, we have not sto%pe praying for
you. We continually ask God to fill you with

the knowledge of his will through all the

wisdom and understanding that the Spirit
ives, 10 so that you may live a life worthy of
the Lord and please him in every way: bearing
fruit in every good work, growing in the
knowledge of God,




Good Works

11 being strengthened with all power
according to his glorious might so that you
may have great endurance and patience, 12

and giving joyful thanks to the Father, who
has qualified you to share in the inheritance of
his holy people in the kingdom of light.
(Colossians 1:9-12)




The Fruit

* Holiness
* The fruits of the Sprit

 Good works

* Sharing Jesus with others




Sharing Jesus with Others

13 I do not want you to be unaware, brothers
and sisters, that I planned many times to come
to you (but have been prevented from doing
so until now) in order that I might have a
harvest among you, just as I have had among
the other Gentiles. 14 I am obligated both to

Greeks and non-Greeks, both to the wise and
the foolish.




Sharing Jesus with Others

15 That is why I am so eager to preach the
gospel also to you who are in Rome. 16 For I
am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is
the power of God that brings salvation to
everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to
the Gentile.

(Romans 1:13-16)




The Fruit

* Holiness
* The fruits of the Sprit

* Good works
* Sharing Jesus with others

* Giving to the needy




Giving to the Needy

25 Now, however, I am on my way to
Jerusalem in the service of the Lord’s people
there. 26 For Macedonia and Achaia were
pleased to make a contribution for the poor
among the Lord’s people in Jerusalem. 27
They were pleased to do it, and indeed they
owe it to them. For if the Gentiles have shared
in the Jews’ spiritual blessings,




Giving to the Needy

they owe it to the Jews to share with them
their material blessings. 28 So after I have
completed this task and have made sure that
they have received this contribution, I will go
to Spain and visit you on the way.

(Romans 15:25-28)




The Fruit

* Holiness
* The fruits of the Sprit

* Good works

* Sharing Jesus with others
* Giving to the needy

* Praise God




Praise God

Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually
offer to God a sacrifice of praise—the fruit of
lips that openly profess his name.

(Hebrews 13:15)
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