Then the Lord spoke to Job out of the storm. He said:“Who is this
that obscures my plans with words without knowledge? Prepare
to defend yourself; | will question you, and you shall answer me.
“Where were you when | laid the earth’s foundation? Tell me, if

you understand. Who marked off its dimensions? Surely you
know! Who stretched a measuring line across it? On what were
its footings set, or who made its cornerstone-while the morning
stars sang together and all the angels shouted for joy? “Who shut
up the sea behind doors
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when it burst forth from the womb, when | made the clouds its
garment and wrapped it in thick darkness, when | fixed limits for

it and set its doors and bars in place, when | said, ‘This far you
may come and no farther; here is where your proud waves halt’?
“Have you ever given orders to the morning, or shown the dawn
its place, that it might take the earth by the edges and shake the
wicked out of it? The earth takes shape like clay under a seal; its
features stand out like those of a garment. The wicked are denied

their light, and their
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upraised arm is broken. “Have you journeyed to the springs of
the sea or walked in the recesses of the deep? Have the gates of
death been shown to you? Have you seen the gates of the
deepest darkness? Have you comprehended the vast expanses of
the earth? Tell me, if you know all this. “What is the way to the
abode of light? And where does darkness reside? Can you take
them to their places? Do you know the paths to their dwellings?
Surely you know, for you were already born! You have lived so
many years! “Have you entered the storehouses
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of the snow or seen the storehouses of the hail, which | reserve
for times of trouble, for days of war and battle? What is the way
to the place where the lightning is dispersed, or the place where
the east winds are scattered over the earth? Who cuts a channel
for the torrents of rain, and a path for the thunderstorm, to
water a land where no one lives, an uninhabited desert, to satisfy
a desolate wasteland and make it sprout with grass? Does the
rain have a father? Who fathers the
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drops of dew? From whose womb comes the ice? Who gives
birth to the frost from the heavens when the waters become
hard as stone, when the surface of the deep is frozen? “Can you
bind the chains of the Pleiades? Can you loosen Orion’s belt? Can
you bring forth the constellations in their seasons or lead out the
bear with its cubs? Do you know the laws of the
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heavens? Can you set up God’s dominion over the earth?“Can
you raise your voice to the clouds and cover yourself with a flood
of water? Do you send the lightning bolts on their way? Do they
report to you, ‘Here we are’? Who gives the ibis wisdom about
the flooding of the Nile or gives the rooster understanding of
when to crow? Who has the wisdom to count the clouds? Who
can tip over the water jars of the heavens when the dust
becomes hard and the clods of earth stick together? “Do
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you hunt the prey for the lioness and satisfy the hunger of the

lions when they crouch in their dens or lie in wait in a thicket?

Who provides food for the raven when its young cry out to God
and wander about for lack of food?
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The Lord said to Job: “Will the one who contends with the
Almighty correct him? Let him who accuses God answer him
Then Job answered the Lord: “I am unworthy-how can | reply to
yvou? | put my hand over my mouth. | spoke once, but | have no
answer-twice, but | will say no more.”

|II
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When Jesus had again crossed over by boat to
the other side of the lake, a large crowd gathered
around him-while-he was by the lake. Then one
of the synagogue rulers, named Jairus, came
there. Seeing Jesus, he fell at his feet and
pleaded earnestly with him, “My little daughter is
dying. Please come and put your hands on her so
that she will be healed and live.” So Jesus went
with him. A large crowd followed and pressed
around him.
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* And a woman was there who had been subject to
bleeding for twelve years. She had suffered a great
deal under the care of many doctors and had spent

all she had, yet instead of getting better she grew
worse. When she heard about Jesus, she came up
behind him'in the crowd and touched his cloak,
because she thought, “If | justitouch his clothes, |
will be healed.” Immediately her bleeding stopped
and she felt in her body that she was freed from
her suffering. At once Jesus
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realized that power had gone out from him. He
turned around in the crowd and asked, “Who
touched my clothes?” “You.see the people crowding
against you,” his disciples answered, “and yet you
can ask, ‘Who touched me?’ "But Jesus kept looking
around to see who had done it. Then the woman,
knowing what had happened to her, came and fell at
his feet and, trembling with fear, told him the whole
truth. He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has
healed you. Go in peace and be freed from your
suffering.”
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Both this woman and Jairus
exercised great faith by:

* Pursuing Jesus
* Their posture
* Trusting HIm



While Jesus was still speaking, some men came
from the house of Jairus, the synagogue ruler.
“Your daughter is dead,” they said. “Why bother
the teacher anymore?” Ignoring what they said,
Jesus told the synagogue ruler, “Don’t be afraid;

just believe.”
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Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to the
king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to
defend ourselves before you in this matter. If we
are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we
serve is able to save us from it, and he will rescue
us from your hand, O king. But even if he does
not, we want you to know, O king, that we will
not serve your gods or worship the image of gold
you have set up.”
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He did not let anyone follow him except Peter,
James and John the brother of James. When they
came to the home of the synagogue ruler, Jesus
saw a commotion, with people crying and wailing
loudly. He went in and said to them, “Why all this
commotion and wailing? The child is not dead
but asleep.” But they laughed at him. After he
put them all out, he took the child’s father and
mother
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and the disciples who were with him, and went in
where the child was. He took her by the hand
and said to her, “Talitha koum!” (which means

“Little girl, | 'say to you, get up!”).Immediately the

girl stood up and walked around (she was twelve

years old). At this they were completely
astonished. He gave strict orders not to let
anyone know about this, and told them to give
her something to eat.
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The fundamental fact of existence is that this
trust in God, this faith, is the firm foundation
under everything that makes life worth living. It’s
our handle on what we can’t see. The act of faith
is what distinguished our ancestors, set them
above the crowd.

Hebrews 11:1-2 (The Message)



