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How did we get the

Josephus wrote in 3 7 AD “F rom
Artaxerxes to our own times a/complete
. history has been-writtén but has not
- been deemed worthy of equal credit
* with the earlier records, because of the
i" failure of the exact succession of the
= prophets.”
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How did we get the
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nook verifiably written by an Apostle or
N0 had close contact with'the apostles

and/or C

Nrist?

Was the writer confirmed by acts from God?

Did the writings teach a message about God
consistent with what had been revealed?

Was It accepted by the-people of God initially

and over

time?



How many coples of the
orlglnal manuscri

“Woli Have? |

¢ 5, 300 known Greek manuscripts of the NT
alone.

10,000 manuscripts of the Latin Vulgate.
'+ 9,300 early quotations.

- [+ Total = 324,000 Manuscripts.




“Perhaps we can appreciate how wealthy the
New Testament Is in manuscript attestation if we
compare thejtextual material for other ancient
historical works. For Caesar’s Gallic Wars there
are several MSS, but only nine or ten are good,
and the-eldest is some 900 years later than

| Caesar’s day. Of the 142 books of the Roman
*' history of Livy, only=35survive.... Of the 14
’ books of the Histories of Tacitus only four and a
half survive.... There is no body of ancient
literature in the world which enjoys such a
wealth of good textual attestation as the NT.”

- F.F. Bruce, Books and Parchments, 178.
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“In the original Greek alone, over 5000 manuscripts
and manuscript fragments of portions of the NT have
been preserved from the early centuries of
Christianity. The oldest of these Is a scrip of papyrus
containing John 18:31-33, 27-28, dating from A.D.
125-130, no more than forty years after John’s
Gospel was most probably written. More than thirty
papyri date from the late_seeond through early third
centuries, including some which contain good
chunks of entire books and two which cover most of
the gospels and acts or the letters of Paul. Four very
reliable and nearly complete NTs date from the

fourth and fifth centuries.”

--William-L.ane Cratg; " Reasonable Faith: Christian
Truth and Apologetics, 193-194.




How accu rate are the
* Only 1 Word I 1000 IS open to questlon

10,400 credible variants: Changes'in
~ spelling, grammar...

' » Only 400 variants have any bearing on the
./’, meaning of the passage.

" « In 40 variants the sense of the sentence
i« actually changed.




How accurate are the
‘ L 18S72 —

BB Warfield, Princeton Theological
Seminary, “The New Testament is
unrivaled among_anetent writings in the
purity of its text as actually transmitted

and kept in use.” Introduction to Textual
Criticism of the New Testament, 12-13.




